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East Japan great earthquake disaster and |
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© My experience of earthquake day 2011.3. 11

It was just before the day of my graduation ceremony day of my junior high school.
At that time, | was back to home with mother by car.

The large earthquake came when the car just came to an intersection

We noticed the electric wire shook and the car began to shake in great force.

| had no such experience before. The traffic signal vanished instantly

Therefore, the car had to follow “after you” to each other mutually.

We went to the school to meet a younger brother.

My mother and | were waiting him in the car.

But the earthquakes were continued many times



The car shook violently each time

Through a television in the car we got the news of the earthquake

A very large earthquake occurred off the coast of Miyagi Prefecture

At that time, the tsunami was expected to reach. The tsunami warning was issued.

The news was very busy and the calls of casters were hard and impressive.

The caster said “Please evacuate to higher ground soon!”

The scale of the earthquake was big because most areas became the blackout in Tohoku
Most people were not able to watch news.

There might be many people who failed to get out in time without understanding how big
much tsunami came

This was finally the arrival expectation time of the tsunami---

The state that Miyagi and Iwate were eroded by a tsunami steadily was reflected in TV in
front.

| could not believe to see the scene of TV. “Does this picture just happen really in the
neighbor prefecture?” | thought. The town where many people were |iving was covered with
water entirely. | just just prayed, “The tsunami will come soon. Escape quickly. Escape
quickly. Everybody there!” on TV.

Electricity was not available by a blackout when we back to home, and the water was also
the same. |t became dark, | put some candles in the room.

Mother borrowed an oil stove from the family of the grandmother in the evening because
| was very cold and entered the kotatsu together.

As for my father, he worked at Nippon Express in Akita city. The road was not able to readily
return to the house by a great traffic jam under the influence of an earthquake. He came
back at half past 11 PM.

It was cold, so | wore breakers because there was only one oil stove. Everybody had slept
soon, but | e-mailed to my friend in darkness about the graduation ceremony on the next

day. | could never sleep and | saw the morning
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© My movement 3—month after an earthquake

Even if it was the morning of the next day, the electricity did not return, and the water
did not appear.

The physical condition was too bad. My throat dried and burnt with an oil stove.
Great heat went up in the evening and | visited to an emergency outpatient room of the
Hiraka Hospital.

Electricity did not return to a house for two days since the great earthquake disaster.
Mother went to the city hal | to be fed the water by the water wagon every day. | just thought
both the electricity and the water were important as a lifeline.

Electricity was gradually restored in the central part of the city. The self generation

of electricity in hospitals or the convenience stores was operated. But, in my home, the



electricity was restored at the evening after three days from the disaster. Then, with
the electricity, my chest was full of joy and impressions

| was not able to drink the water which came from a faucet. We used the groundwater by
pump. It included gravel. There were big aftershocks many times even if the major earthquake

was over. The uneasiness did not disappear at all.

The graduation ceremony was held. |t had been postponed for one week. | was very glad to
be able to meet everybody after a long absence.

The celebration party was going to be held, but it was canceled. We were thinking of the
people in suffered area.

When | saw the pictures of the people in these areas on the TV, | thought | must keep eyes
to the excessive cruelty. | couldn’t think whether there had been a town and people |ived
real ly.

My heart ached just to look and was very hard
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© What | should take
= Anyway, | will keep economy in power consumption and a saving for every thing
| will live as hard as possible for the people who were not able to live even if they

wanted to live
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A stricken area of Japan and the people whom we suffered from to become able to live a
happy |ife for original spirit

All of you in Japan, The warm cooperation of all of you of the world is necessary
Please give Japan power!

Thanking you in advance.



